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In accordance with the duty of disclosure as set forth in 37 C.F.R. § 1 .56, the 
accompanying information cited in a Notice of Rejection issued in the counterpart Japanese 
Patent Application is being submitted in accordance with 37 C.F.R. §§ 1 .97 and 1.98. 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.98 copies of three of the documents cited are enclosed. 
JP-A 2002-17341 1 and JP-A 2000-198762 are in Japanese and their English counterparts, 
US 2002/0136746 and US 6,436,373, respectively, are cited to serve as English translations. 

With respect to the other two documents cited in the Notice of Rejection, WO 
02/055046 and the European counterpart of JP-A 2001-348318 were previously submitted. 

The documents are being submitted within three (3) months of the filing or entry of 
the national stage of this application or before the first Office Action on the merits, whichever 
is later. Since these documents are being filed within the time period set forth in 37 C.F.R. 
§ 1 .97(b), no fee or statement is required. 
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Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



Sir: 
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To assist the Examiner, the documents are listed on the attached form PTO-1449. It 
is respectfully requested that an Examiner initialed copy of this form be returned to the 
undersigned. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Buchanan JN^rsoll PC 



Date January 12, 2006 



P.O. Box 1404 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1404 
(703) 836-6620 



By: 




Norman H. stepr 
Registration No. 22,716 
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NON-PATENT LITERATURE DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials 


Include name of the author (in CAPITAL LETTERS), title of the article (when appropriate), title of the item (book, magazine, journal, 
serial symposium, catalog, etc.). date, Daae(s). volume-issue number(s). publisher, city and/or country where published. 




Japanese Notice of Rejection issued in counterpart Japanese Patent Application No. 2004-1 196^ on 
August 2, 2005, 3 pages. _ . 
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EXAmTnER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with M.P.E.P. § 609. Draw line through citation if not in 
conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to Applicant. 



